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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE WYANDOTTE NATION OF OKLA.HOM,A
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IN RE:

COVID.I g PANDEMIC EMERGENCY,
RE.OPENING OF COURT SYSTEM AND
ESENTIAL STAFFING,

tE
5qmm. Order 202

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

The Supreme Court of the Wyandotte Nation of Oklehoma' in step with the Tribal

counsel, Executive Branch, and the Principle chief, issues the following directive to the

wyandotte District court and all with regards to the ongoing essential personnel of that

"ol.t 
ryr,"* lrith regards to the CoYid-19 virus pandemic shut-down' The Supreme Court

and the ludici"l bran-ch ofthe wyandotte Nation being a sovereign and autonomous entily

"i tf," triU"f government, decleres its jurisdiction over judicial metters to makc this

E-;;;";.i Aiministrative Order for tie Judicial branch of the Wyandotte Nation of

Oklahoma.

ThehealthandcontinuedsafetyofthecitizensoftheWyandotteNation.isfoJ:most
inourminds.Thebestinformation",'il"bl.indicates'atthistime,theWyandotteNation
expects continuing concerns about the Covid-19 virus over the next severil weeks' As hes

been seen around-Indian Nations and their citizens have been most susceptible to this virus'

we consider this risk to be th; most serious and unprecedented risk to Indian Tribes since

smallpoxwasintroducedtootrrrncestorsinagespast.Wedonotwishtoseeanyofour
brothers and sisters put at more risk due to t-he iequirements of the court hearings and

appearances. Thus, to protect the citizens and employees of the Wyandotte Nation and to

pl[t"., tf,", defendantsl plaintiffs, law enforcement' attorneys' social workerg the. court

It"ff 
"na 

personnel, ", 
*"lt ,., the public at large, the Supreme Court issues the following

rules for this Emergency Administrative Order:

l. Due to the recetrt upsurge in rePorted Covid-I9 cases and elevated death rate in

the neerby .o*rnrTity if C.o", Oklahoma' the Court will remain closed to all

non-emergency rn.ta"k, ,itif further notice' on June l' 2020' a determination

will be made with regard to emergency court sessions' each matter lrought

before the court will be considered on a cese-by-case basis by edministrating

judge or justice to determine the emergency status of the matter'

2. When rnd if the Court is convened for emergency matters' safety Precrutions

will remain in Place:

* Emergency hearings only will be heard virtually to ensure the safety

and decreased risk of possible infection to all parties'



In the event that en emergency hearing must be heard in the courtroom, which will be

determined by the presiding Judgg the following protocol will be followed:

wson
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3.Thecourtispresentlyoperatingonremotelocationsbasis.Courtstaffand
personnel hours to be detirmined by the Court Administrator. Court staff will
not suffer any pay cut as a result for working remotely;

4.Attorneysmaycontiauetofilenon.emergencymrtters,bydigitalmeansormail
only.However,anyhearingorordersregardingsuchfitingswillnotbeset.until
rfter the court re-opens poit-pandemic emergency' Except upon extraordinary

grant ofjudge assigned, 
"ny 

risponses to such filings are tolled till further notice

of the Court. Such grants will not be given lightly;

5. Agreed to orders of parties wilt be allowed' Contested hearings are' at best'

dfficult to conduct digitally, thus, for these hearing wilt not be set until the court

rH)pens.

we will continue look at ways we cln contitrue to serve the wyatrdotte Nrtions in

our court functions under these difficult circumstances. we also ask that each and every

one io this wonderful nation finds a way to help their brothers atrd sisters in need and that

we all offer assistancc to the best ofour ability to those in need'

A). Cloth facemasks will be worn by all persons and personnel in

attendence at such heering;

B). Social distancing of6 feet shall be observed at ell times' No personal

contact will be allowed et all;

C), Atcohol hand disinfectant will be used quit liberally and frequent

hand washing with soap and water is highly encouraged.

D). All surfaces will be disinfected before and after each such hearing'

So Orderd this t2" day of MaY 2020.


